[Psychotic women and their children].
With desinstitutionalization, the social life of psychiatric patients and particularly that of psychotics has arisen in new terms over the past twenty years. In particular, relationships and sexuality of these patients are manifest realities to which few studies are devoted. 61 schizophrenic and 21 bipolar women (18-45 years of age, mean 34 in-or outpatients) were interviewed with a battery of instruments (PANSS, Carpenter's criteria of schizophrenia with deficit syndrome, axis V of DSM-III-R) and with a semi-structured questionnaire related to clinical data, sexuality, relationships, children and motherhood. Half of the schizophrenic women have an active sexual life, and children. The study provides information about the reproduction rate of schizophrenic women, the precocity of their pregnancies and the outcome of their children. The study also treats these women's ability to rear their children, their desire to have children and any hospitalizations during the perinatal period. These results, as well as those related to abortion and contraception, are discussed in the light of those of the bipolar control group.